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Sheriff Ronnie Crockett again warns citizens about a common fraud scheme involving “a 

family member that is in jail.”   It is impossible to recover your money in cases like this.  The 

criminals know this, and take advantage of your gullibility to bilk you out of your money.  These 

calls generally originate from outside of the United States. 

 

Recently a citizen received a call that his “grandson” was in jail.  The caller identified himself with the correct 

name of the grandson, and said that he needed $3,000 to get released from jail on a drug charge.  A second 

person came on the line, identifying himself as “Sgt. Cooper of the Virginia State Police.”  This second person 

instructed that the target victim go to Rite Aid Drug Store and buy Green Dot/Pay Pal totaling $3,000.  The 

intended victim was then to call back, give those card numbers to Sgt. Cooper and the grandson would then be 

released from jail. 

 

“There are several red flags that should warn you that this is not a legitimate call” said Sheriff Crockett. 

“First, are you sure it really is your family member, just because he/she says they are?  Check with other 

members of your family to find out if, in fact, your grandchild or other family member has been arrested.  

Second, the caller may say that his/her voice sounds a little different because he/she has a ‘cold’ or ‘sore throat’.  

Third, the police do not get involved with arranging bail.  Fourth, bail money is never paid over the telephone 

phone.  Last, the callers will insist that the call is legitimate – so push for details that should be easily verified.  

Get the name of the city, county, town and state of the ‘arrest.’  Get the name and street address and telephone 

number of ‘the jail’ or ‘courthouse’ where ‘your family member is being held.’” 

 

Here’s a test that you can use to help prevent yourself from becoming a victim of this type of fraud – ask a 

specific personal question of the caller the answer to which that only the real person would know.  Contact other   

members of your family to find out if they know anything about your “grandchild” being arrested.  If they don’t 

know anything about such an arrest, chances are greatest that the call is an attempt to defraud you of your 

money. 


